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· Oral health is essential to overall health, especially for children, developmentally-delayed patients, elderly, and medically-compromised individuals.
· The North Dakota Oral Health Coalition has adopted Medicaid reimbursement as a prime issue and urges the ND Legislature to improve access to care for Medicaid eligible by increasing reimbursement.
· As access to care deteriorates, Medicaid patients increasingly show up at Emergency Rooms for dental problems. No definitive treatment can be provided.  However the costs are significantly higher than if provided in a dental office.  

· Low Medicaid fee reimbursement is the number one reason that dentists limit their participation in Medicaid.  Poor patient compliance, failed appointments, and limitations in allowed treatment are other reasons that dentists limit participation.
· Federal courts have determined that adequate access exists for Medicaid patients when at least 50% of dentists see any and all Medicaid patients presenting for treatment. In ND, only 20% of dentists see any and all Medicaid patients that present for treatment (UND Center for Rural Health).  This percentage was 49% in 1992. 
· ND Dental Medicaid reimburses dentists below the cost of providing dental services to Medicaid patients (ND Department of Human Services).  
· The majority of participating dentists can afford to do relatively little Medicaid.  Only 20% of the participating dentists perform the majority of the Medicaid services provided in the state.  
· Other states have increased fees significantly and subsequently saw significant increases in dentist participation.
· Adequate dentist reimbursement, along with efficient claims submission and payment, will improve access to care for North Dakota’s most vulnerable citizens, reduce costly and inappropriate Emergency Room treatment, and prevent more expensive specialty care for this population.  Care for the most vulnerable population must be a shared responsibility between dentists and the state of North Dakota.   
· Oral Health is integral to the healthy physical, social-emotional and intellectual development of every child.  Unfortunately, many children across America suffer from poor oral health and a lack of access to oral health care.  
· The 2000 Surgeon General’s Report, “Oral Health in America,” noted that not only is dental caries the most common chronic disease of childhood, but that low-income children suffer from twice as much tooth decay as more affluent children.
